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CHAPTER 10

PRE-TRIP VEHICLE INSPECTION TEST

During the inspection, you must show that the vehicle is safe to drive. You will inspect the vehicle
according to the seven-step inspection method outlined in Chapter 2.

10-1. INSTRUCTIONS. The examiner will give you an in-depth brief on the pre-trip inspection
requirements before you will be allowed to begin the inspection. You will be required to do a
thorough inspection on the vehicle you will be driving. The examiner will let you know that a
vehicle inspection memory aid is available and may be used during the test, if desired. You will also
be required to point to or touch the items you are inspecting. You must explain each part you
inspect and what you are looking for.

10-2. SCORING THE PRE-TRIP INSPECTION TEST. The examiner will use a vehicle
inspection test form and will score you based on the correct explanation you give for items inspected.
You must state the key features or symptoms that show if a vehicle component is safe or unsafe.
The examiner will explain to you the test results at the conclusion of the pre-trip inspection.

10-3. WHEN INSPECTING ALL VEHICLES. Follow the checklist below when practicing
your pre-trip inspection.

a. Engine Compartment. Check the following items with the engine not running.
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b. Cab Check/Engine Start. Perform the following cab checks and start the engine.
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NOTE: Checks of brake, turn signal, and 4-way emergency flasher functions must be done
separately.
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10-4. EXTERNAL INSPECTION (BUS, TRUCK, AND TRACTOR). Follow the checklist
below when practicing this portion of your pre-trip inspection test.

NOTE: Perform the same suspension components inspection on every axle (power unit
and trailer, if equipped).
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NOTE: Perform the same brake components inspection on every axle (power unit and
trailer, if equipped).

NOTE: You will not get credit if you kick the tires to check for proper inflation.
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10-5. INSPECTING SCHOOL BUSES. Follow the checklist below when practicing
for your pre-trip inspection test.
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10-6. INSPECTING TRAILERS. Follow the checklist below when practicing for
your pre-trip inspection test.
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10-7. INSPECTING COACHES AND TRANSIT BUSES. Follow the checklist below when
practicing for your pre-trip inspection test.
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NOTE: Remember, you must pass the pre-trip vehicle inspection before you can proceed
to the basic control skills test.
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